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NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 383 

of each Act is given, while in the other the student is often required to 
seek over a thick volume for its fragments, the disjecta membra of legis- 
lation, has very considerable advantages ; for a statute like a will is gene- 
rally best interpreted " within its four corners." Mr. Dunlop, whose third 
edition is before us, he has followed in its preparation this method, and, we 
think in a manner to vindicate its utility. A very careful and judicious 
index, exhibits the topography, if we may so call it, of the book, and in 
its incidental analysis dispenses completely with the need for any in the 
body of the work. The editor has also enriched it with a reference to all 
the decisions of the Courts on the various sections of the statutes, which 
he gives in brief, terse, but comprehensive notes. The typography of this, 
and indeed of all the Messrs. Johnsons' publications is excellent; and to 
eyes fatigued with the blurred type and dingy paper of some of our law 
books, the consultation of their clear white pages is, if the phrase is ever 
applicable to a study which is at best hard and irksome, quite delightful. 



The Practice in Civil Actions and Proceedings in the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, 
and in the District Court and Court of Common Pleas for the City and County of 
Philadelphia, and in the Courts of the United States : by Francis J. Troubat and 
William W. Haly ; third edition by Francis Wharton, in two volumes. Philadel- 
phia: Kay & Brother, 1853. 

Though nominally confined to an exposition of the practice of the Su- 
preme Court, and of the Courts of Philadelphia County, this work has 
been long to Pennsylvania at large, what Mr. Tidd's Practice, on which, 
indeed, it is founded, is to England. It is one of those absolute essentials 
to the practitioner, which he can as little dispense with as with the Digest 
of the Reports, or of the Statutes. The second edition having been long 
since exhausted, the preparation of the present had been entrusted to the 
lamented Mr. Halyj on whose melancholy and untimely death the mate- 
rials collected by him were placed in the hands of Mr. Wharton. From 
these, and from the decisions of Judge Sharswood, in the District Court 
of Philadelphia, on points of practice, the present volumes are princi- 
pally prepared. The decisions by the Courts of the State to the fifth 
volume of Mr. Harris' reports, and the Acts of Assembly to the close of 
the session of 1852, will be found incorporated under their proper heads. 
In addition to the labors of the editor, we find that chapters have been 
contributed by Mr. Troubat, Mr. Lex, Mr. M'Murtrie and Mr. Henry, 
gentlemen well known at the Philadelphia Bar, for their learning and 
their extensive acquaintance with the practice of the Courts. 



